
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



No. 5.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 583 

faults are due to the author's theological bias, and to the unsympathetic 
attitude which he adopts toward the empirical philosophy. The beginner, 
who is unacquainted with Hume, will get little help in understanding him, 
but the student who wants a short digest of the standard criticisms on his 
doctrines will find the four chapters on the epistemology extremely useful. 

G. H. Sabine. 

Benoit de Spinoza. Par Paul-Louis Couchoud. Paris, Felix Alcan, 

1902. — pp. 305. 

This work, as the author states, is "a history and an exposition of the 
works of Spinoza " ; it is a study of a philosopher rather than of a philoso- 
phy. Spinoza, as he says, is not essentially a metaphysician, or even a 
metaphysician and a moralist, but he is an exegete and a student of politics as 
well, and hence the writer gives less prominence to the Ethics than is usually 
the case. Nothing less than a survey of all the Spinozistic writings is 
attempted, and the order adopted in the presentation is in the main 
chronological. Of the eight chapters in the book, the first two are devoted 
to Spinoza's early life and general environment up to the time of his ex- 
pulsion from the synagogue, while the eighth gives a glimpse of his life at 
the Hague and also an inventory of his library. In the third chapter is 
traced the development of his concept of substance through his various 
writings, with some comments on the characteristics of his modes of think- 
ing. Then comes, in the fourth chapter, a discussion of his earlier works, 
the Cogitata Metaphysica, the Short Tractate, and the De Emendatione, in 
which, as in the "Principles of the Philosophy of Descartes," considered 
in the fifth chapter, Spinoza makes certain departures from the standpoint 
of Descartes. The next chapter takes up Spinoza's writings on theology 
and politics, emphasizing the essentially modern attitude adopted by him 
toward these subjects. The seventh chapter, the longest in the book, 
presents a critical discussion of the fundamental doctrines of the Ethics, 
such as causation, individuality, knowledge, etc. Throughout, the author 
attempts to preserve the unity of the work by tracing back Spinoza's various 
doctrines to the concepts by which all his thinking was dominated and to 
which he gave most complete form in the Ethics. It need scarcely be 
said, perhaps, that the treatment is often sketchy ; yet considering the mag- 
nitude of the task which the author has set himself, it has been well done, 
and furnishes an interesting and suggestive summary of the Spinozistic doc- 
trine. B. H. Bode. 

University of Wisconsin. 

Zur Einfuhrung in die Philosophic der Gegenwart. Acht Vortrage von 

Alois Riehl. Leipzig, B. G. Teubner, 1903. — pp. 258. 

In this volume, the well-known author of the Philosophischer Kriti- 

cismus has presented a series of lectures which was given at Hamburg 

before a large audience a little over two years ago. The circumstances 



